
The Upside Down Kingdom 
The King's Wedding Feast 

*  Share some awkward family celebrations you have experienced. 

Read Matt. 22:1-14 

Synopsis:  A wedding celebration/feast is given by a king for his son. Those who were 
invited by his slaves to the feast didn't want to come. So he sent the messengers out 
again, imploring them to come. The messengers were abused and killed. In response, 
the king became angry and destroyed them along with their city.   

He then sent more messengers out to the streets to the common people, to bring in 
whoever who would come. One man who was at the feast wasn’t dressed in the festive 
wedding clothes, and when questioned, he had no response. The king had him bound 
and cast into suffering. 

In this parable: 

*  Who is the king? 

*  Who were the slaves/messengers? 

*  Who were those who ignored the king's first two invitations? 

*  Why did the king issue the third invitation? 

*  Who were those who finally came to the feast and what were they like? 

*  What is different about this invitation to the feast compared to who royalty would 
usually invite? 

Verse 11: 

*  What are some possible reasons this man came to the feast? 

*  How can we be like this man today? 

Lesson from this man: 

All are invited to come, no matter how unworthy, but God expects a change of “clothes". 
We are not to stay in our old clothes of sin and selfishness but put on the new clothes of 
Christ's righteousness. This only happens by full submission of all we are and have to 
God. 



*  What are some practical ways we can do this? 

Points from this parable: 

1. a.  No one who wants to accept God's invitation will be turned away. Any and all 
who seek God will find Him.  

Lesson:  Gates of the Kingdom are open wide to all who want to enter, no matter who or 
what they are or what their status is in life. 
   
*  Knowing this, how should this affect how we feel about ourselves? 
  
 b.  God sovereignly chooses who will come in.   

Lesson:  This reminds us to eliminate any thoughts of who will and won't enter in. 

*  Do you know of someone who is in the category of "Least likely to turn towards God"? 

*  What should you be doing for them? 

*  What "impossible" examples can you think of from Scripture? 

Note:  It is not possible to reconcile these two opposite truths this side of Heaven, and 
even then we may not understand it because His ways are not our ways and His 
thoughts are not our thoughts.   

2.  There is only one way to enter into the Kingdom. Yes, it is open to everyone, but the 
way is narrow and restrictive. 

*  What is the world's usual reaction to this and what can we say in response? 

3.  Read Rev. 19:5-9 

 The Kingdom of God is a feast! It is a celebration of all that is joyous and good because 
Jesus is there. We will be excited to just be in the Presence of God.  

*  How does this truth help us put into perspective what the world is offering us? 

*  Knowing this, why do we succumb to the temporary shiny trinkets and fun bobbles of 
this world? 

Final thought: Everything is prepared. The King invites you to come. Now is the time to 
accept the invitation. If you have accepted the invitation, now is the time to live like it.


